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January, 2015
Dear Reader,
“They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they al shall wax old as doth a
garment; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and theghall be
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shatiot fail” (Hebrews 1:11-
12).
Years come and go; time and circumstances changeH& remains “the same
yesterday, today, and forever.” Conditions may jidgshange outwardly, and
“difficult times” characterize these closing daykexe we see the collapse of the
moral condition of professing Christianity, but ldkanges not. And hence the
Second Epistle to Timothy, foretelling as it dolkese very days, presents to us
Christ Himself as the foundation Who stands steadyatever may come.
“Remember,” it tells us, “Jesus Christ...raised fritva dead.” He remains as the
HEAD, let us hold fast to Him; as LORD, let us ohdis word; as the only
CENTER of gathering, let us gather to His all-stifnt Name; as the still
REJECTED CHRIST, let us humbly cleave to Him and Elioss. Let us not
forget our heavenly calling and that this worldhwtll its fake attractions is not
our home. Let us feed on Him daily as we read Ha@d\Nn order that we may
display His life and characteristics in this presewil world. Let us remember
that He “remaineth” in view of a ruined creationdaHe is “the bright and
morning star” of His church. He is our all-suffioigy—our resource, our center
today as at all times. He is “the same” in the dafylsaodicea as He was in those
of Ephesus. He is God’s “Amen” today, maintainimgundiminished power, all
the counsel and purpose of God, in spite of thefdearop from the bright
apostolic period to the low conditions of our dbgt us remember that He is the
soon-coming BRIDEGROOM, let our hearts, in all glewing affections of a
faithful bride cry, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Dear Friends,

Our hearts are full of thanksgiving to the Lord wikahe Faithful and True for
His good hand upon us in the past years. To yoar, @&ader, who is praying for
Toward the Mark and to those who are helping in producing this@sge, you
are known by the Lord and He is the reward of yquiet labor of love.

It is our prayer that the Lord will useoward the Mark to help you as you face
the daily challenges of school or work, as we agetident on Him to feed and
strengthen His peopleThank you for your overwhelming response and
encouragement to this exercise. Please keep us nayers.
Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
(((fm// (/ /]%;/W(/
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”

PART 1—CHAPTERS 1 AND 2
The object of this series is to develop some of taor

features, themes, and trends of the book of thephato
Zechariah.

There are those who claim that the study of proplmethe Old
Testament is merely academic because it doesnécttir
concern the Christian church, or the present dsgén. But
matters dealt with in the Word of God are for tHery of
Christ, and for the fulfilment of the will of Godlhey must,
necessarily, be of interest and concern to those lete the
Lord Jesus.

Zechariah had received a revelation from God. @hisised his
interest and engaged his attention. These exenaiges for his
own blessing, to fit him for his service, and dlgothe ultimate
spiritual blessing of those amongst whom he seGed.

Old Testament prophets were very carefully seleactdtth their
names, their lives, their service all characteristi the work
they had to do. In the Bible, names are very offearacteristic
of the person. Zechariah was the son of Berachighson of
Iddo, the prophet. Here we have three successivdly go
generations. Iddo means “the appointed time.” Beadtmeans
“Jehovah will surely bless.” Zechariah means “Jettowill
remember.” This combination gives the overall mges&t the
appointed time, Jehovah will remember His peopid, lde will
surely bless them. God’s plans will not be frustdateither by
the opposition of His enemies or even by the did@ee of
His own people. Israel, as a nation, had to lehat tesson.

Zechariah was not only a prophet. He was alsoespriHe was
ideal for the job he had to do.

Verses 3—6 of chapter 1 give us an important caitlinhe
prophet exhorts the godly minority to examine tigdny of the
nation. There is a certain, continuing, repetitiveclical

succession of attitudes and events. The cycle pgsopegins
with God choosing to bless His people. He doeBstore very
long, the nation is disobedient to their God Wha htessed
them in a wonderful way. As a result, God raises @oophet to
warn the nation of the need to mend their ways.

Sadly, the mass of the nation ignore the warnirigeng God

called other prophets. They intensify the warnimgg, with little

effect. Inevitably, the threatened punishment com@ésd

disciplines the nation, not only for going astrawt because,
being warned of the error of their ways, they haflised to
abandon their disobedience and idolatry. Therevéntially a
measure of repentance in a godly minority who aekisg to
be true to their God. Their faithfulness is reward&od is
pleased to lift the discipline for the moment. Hayibeen
restored to a measure of communion with their Giba

blessing that God in His wonderful grace grantthtam is even
better than what they had enjoyed before. But, reefiang, the
cycle begins again, as shown in the illustration.

Blessing—— Disobedience-» Warning

i !

i !

i !
Forgiveness Warning Disregarded

i !

i !

i !

Repentange «—«—«—«—«—«— Punishment

In many cases in the nation’s history, repentasdaduced in
at least some of the Lord’s people by giving thémough the
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words of a prophet, a long-term view of what God had in
mind for them. The principle is very much in liné&twProverbs
4:25, “Let thine eye look right on.” There’s always shial
blessing in getting things happening at the presené in
proper perspective by looking forward to see what Gas in
mind. Zechariah does that. In telling them whatgang to
happen in the future, as a result of the graceadf, Bepentance
is produced, and a measure of restoration given.

The background of the prophecy was the return fBahylon
of a godly remnant, a small proportion of the matibhey had
responded to the permissive decree, issued by Cihvas
Persian, to return to Jerusalem. This is a prevoéw greater
opportunity; a greater return; a greater prospesitg peace,
than the remnant of Zechariah’s day could ever knidvis will
occur when the Lord Jesus Christ appears in powergaeat
glory. Then, and only then, will true peace ance tpuosperity
be enjoyed by the nation.

The opening message, verses 2 to 6, is a calpentance. The
prophet says: “Learn the lesson of history. Youhdes have

been subjugated to the gentile powers because e th

disobedience to God. Repent. Cast yourselves omérey of
God. There is no other way back to God.”

Then from the beginning of verse 7 of chapter thend of
chapter 2 we are given the record of three visiginen to
Zechariah. The first vision is of the man amongrthgtle trees.
The second vision includes the horns and the ctepeat the
end of chapter one. Thirdly, in chapter 2, the math the
measuring line.

First, the man among the myrtle trees. The lessoplain.
When His earthly people go astray, God uses thetil&en
nations to discipline His people. Israel, who skdob& at the
head of the nations, is subjugated to one Genslem after
another. They bitterly resented this. It was calyaa disgrace
to them. Even more, it is a dishonor to Jehovadir Bod. That
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is the real disgrace. But these Gentile powers ¢adke far
further in this disciplinary exercise than God hatkénded. He
will take them to account for that. The Jews hacknbe
subjugated because of their disobedience. Gentilese
allowed to be on top for the moment, but they ar@antable
to God for what they did.

The second vision involves the horns and the caepgnHorns
are symbolic of power. In verses 18 and 19 of arafit he
says, “Behold four horns.” What did he mean? Thasethe
four Gentile nations that had and would scatteraiudnd
destroy Jerusalem. God says, “This is not the finsé, and it
won't be the last.” Taking a panoramic view of thistory of
the Gentile nations, first one, then another andtrer and
another; there will eventually have been four Qentiations
who have been brought in successively by God is@plinary
way, to subjugate His earthly people.

Babylon had come and gone. The Medes and the Rensiare
in power at the time. They would be succeeded byGreeks,
then the Romans, and eventually by the revived RdBmpire.
Here Zechariah surveys the whole thing. His ey&dagght on.
He is holding this up as a warning of necessargigliae, but
ultimately, as a promise of peace and blessing.

What are these carpenters then who will throw dédsé
Gentiles? Evidently powers that are brought in Wwhigill
successively deal with the four horns. He says$ &rBorn, then
a carpenter; then a horn, and then a carpentersarah. The
second horn was also the first carpenter, for cgytat was
Darius the Mede who conquered Babylon. Certainlyv#s
Alexander the Great of Greece who conquered Peasid, it
was certainly the Romans who brought about the ¢alivaf
this Grecian Empire. This takes us on to the dolvfathe
final form of the Roman Empire, which will be brdugabout
by the personal intervention of God Himself in Berson of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, when plgears in
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power and great glory (Matthew 24:30). So, it would

consistent with this to take the four horns to e four Gentile
world empires, and the four carpenters as thethase of those
empires and finally the Lord Jesus Christ persgndt each

stage God brings in another power to limit the es power.
He will only allow them to go so far and no further

In chapter 2, we read about the man with the measline. It
is a great comfort to suffering saints in any digaion to
realize that God has His overall plan. Man canregate it.
What God has decreed will ultimately be broughp&ss. God
reserves to Himself the ultimateyerall control. He is the One
depicted as the man with the measuring line. Gptiias will
not be thwarted.

Zechariah says, in effect, “Let thine eye look tigim.” God
will finally intervene in the Person of His Son, evhwill
exercise due retribution on the enemies of GodHisdoeople.
Having put down all enemies He will introduce Higngdom.
Then comes in “that day” which God has looked foowvia for
so long. It looks on to what Zechariah calls “tdat” (2:11),
the glorious day when the Lord Jesus Christ, Kihgings and
Lord of lords, ushers in His Kingdom. Not until thevill the
world will be ruled, administeredn righteousness, by God's
appointed man (Acts 17:31). “After the glory” (2:8pat is,
after His appearing, there will be a kingdom of qea
prosperity, and glory that this world will neverveaseen, the
culmination of God’s ways on earth, when all thesgg term
prophecies given in the time of Zechariah will héfilled
literally.

These partial repentances, partial recoveriesighagstorations,
look on to the time when there shall be nationgentance,
national deliverance, national elevation, natidsaksing.

Ernie Brown

"Sanctify them by the truth”

“THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS

CHRIST”
Acts 7:55-60

These versebring the crosspointedly lefore thesoul. Many
have read them andie never sea it; many read them still and
do not e it. Thee are two newfacts found here, with the
cross and thecross alore can explain. Theglory of God and the
inability of man onearth even to look on it are ofdcts, a men
in the glory of God, there toosalive out of ceah, the eah by
which Heglorified God and rade @onement for sin, and a man
on erth having in consequence a title and a capacitpdk at
it steadfastly, @ the new things found here.

If we turn to Isaiah 6, there the glory of Godread terror and
conviction and self-judgment into the breast oéal prophet of
God: verse 5, “Woe is me! for | am undone; becdasa a man
of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a pkopf unclean
lips.” As if he said, prophet and people are exddssfore Him,
and | have no standing ground; and because of has, a
provision is made as in verses 6-7. Again the sarnib
Ezekiel, as he tells us in chapter 1 of his proghand after
describing it says in verse 28, “This was the appez of the
likeness of thelgry of the Lord. And when | saw it, | fell upon
my face and| heard a voice of one that spake.” There is no
sense of a titlevhatever, he fals down on hi face he cannot
stand, there is no plae for him tostand on, tkerefore his falling
on hisface only expreses his moral sanding or cadition.

| turn to Daniel ard | find the same with him, “a man grealy
beloved” as he wsa yet when hesaw, he tells us, ‘there
remained no stregth in me: for my cordinesswas turred in
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me into corruption, and | retained no strength. Neard | the
voice of his words; and when | &rd the voice of g words,
then wa | in a ceep sk on my fae, and ny face tovard tre
ground. And lehold an hand touhed ne, which set ne upon
my knees and upon thpalms of my hand” (Daniel 10:7-10).

Is not tis al very striking? Each of these sevants of Gd—
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel—in themsdvesdeclaring their unfitness,
aswell as their serse of it, when in the presance of the dory of
God; and let me drav espedl attention to this one point: with
each and al of them, it is not a quedion for an instant of what
they had done, but of what they were, and this a$ d¢oit to
themselves by he dory of God.

Now, in striking contrast with all this, I find iActs 7 that
Stephen, not overtaken or surprised by he dory of God,so that
he fals on his faceand says, “woe is me,” but full of the Holy
Ghost, he himseliooks up stealfastly into heaven, and sav the
glory of God and Jeaus standing at the right hand d God;there
isnofear or terror, dther with regard to what he seesin heaven,
or to whet is gang on round abou him on earth! Wat a
wonderful sight, a poa weaklonely man ashe is, alde to look
steadfastly at the glory of God ard able patently to endure the
murderaus hatred of men

Will you, my reacdkr, say wherein Stgohen’s power consistsas
compared with the inability of the prophets of ¢d? One wad
will answe the quedion, namely, the CROSS—that ddus
whom Stephen sw in the dory of God, had on the cossbome
al the wrath of God against sn, andhad sofully and perfedly
glorified God, that Godhad glorified Him; He Hmself had sad
so, ‘if God bedglorified in him, God shal glorify him in
himsaf, and ddl straightway glorify him” (Jchn 13:32). And
scripture now bears testimony to the fact, namely, “raised up
from the deadby the dory of the Father” (Romans6:4); “God
that rased him upfrom the dead, and gave him glory” (1 Peter
1:21). Sephen seesin the glory of God then, his Savior;He,
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that same Bessed One, whohad been o the cross &aring the
judgment, and in ha hou had been fos&ken o God,is now
seenby Stephenin the glory of God; the cross of the Lord Jesus
Christwas that by which Stepien hed a righteous titleto look at
what could but repel prevous to he death of Christ; end it was
from Jesus dorified thet blesed Spirit came cdwn, who now
turned Sephen’s eye up. Such then is the divine fullnessof the
cross 6 the Lord Jewus Chist.

He who once was here cucified byman nowlivesin power,
glorified aut of the place He took as the subditute o His
people, and they havein virtue of His deah a righteaus title,
ard through the Holy Ghost a power to look up steadfastly into
heaven.

The Person of the Christ,
Enfolding every grace;
Once slain, but now alive again,
In heaven demands our praise.

Oh fix our earnest gaze,
So wholly, Lord, on Thee;
That with thy beauty occupied,
We elsewhere none may see.

WTT

Search the Scriptures!

1. Who was the first daughter mentioned by name in the
Bible?
2. Who was the first Judge of Israel?

8



3. Who was the first apostle to be martyred?

"Exercise thyself unto piety”

SOCIAL MEDILA!
Q& A
SOME HELPFUL GUIDELINES FOR
CHRISTIANS!

1. Are you seeking to glorify God through social m#ia?

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoeyerdo, do all
to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).

The foundational question, “Are you seeking to ifjo&od?” can be
addressed to any situation in life because we werated to glorify
God (Isaiah 43:7). When we stray from our life’sdsgiven purpose,
we quickly fall away from where God wants us to be.

The following questions probe specific ways thatose glorify God

through social media and will be a good measureo®f your social

media use is helping/hindering your spiritual grdowind purpose to
glorify God.

2. Can social media lead you into sin?

“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it @md cast it from you;
for it is more profitable for you that one of yanembers perish, than
for your whole body to be cast into hell” (Matth&®9).

Social media is itself a morally neutral thing,ther inherently good
nor bad. But when put in the hands of sinful hurbaimgs, it should
be no surprise that it can be used for a host mfulsbehaviors:
bullying, sinful relationships, sexual perversiomrldly ideas, and
allowing yourself to be influenced by bad influesce

Like question #1, this is a foundational questibattwill be in the
background of questions 3-15. There are really dnlg honest
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answers to this question: Yes and Maybe (or sonesfiniPray that
God would reveal your sins and the idols that megteor be fed
through social media, and then pray for the graxckpower to repent
from that sin. That may mean removing friends arging whoyou
follow, but you can be sure of this: you will nevegret any sacrifice
made for the Lord.

3. Does your speech build up or tear down?

“Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursMy
brethren, these things ought not to be so” (Jam&g8)3

Social media is rampant with gossip, bullying, pesgm, and
complaining. Instead of being just like the worlik a light in the
world by using your words to build others up. Thiakout what
situations or topics might tempt you to speak rigght and be on
your guard when a friend might post something fhathes one of
your buttons.

Before you post, pray the prayer the psalmist mtagePsalm 19:14;
“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of mmgart be
pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Rader.”

4. Do people see the light of Christ in you basecdhavhat you
post?

“Let your light so shine before men, that they ns@g your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Madtv 5:16).

The phenomenon of social media is a rare and palérfng in
today's world. Never before could you so easilykée touch with
people you have met over the course of your whiédearound the
whole world!

It presents a unique opportunity to let your lighine before others
and use it as a ministry. With your updates, yoe @bble to show
people the hope that you have in Jesus Christ, hamd someone
transformed by the gospel lives and thinks. You also able to
challenge and encourage your online connectiotelieve in Christ
and follow Him. Don't forget the awesome opportynjou have to
proclaim to the world the unsearchable riches aistih
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5. Is social media your master?

“All things are lawful for me, but all things areohhelpful. All
things are lawful for me, but | will not be broughhder the
power of any” (1 Corinthians 6:12).

It can be easy to become a slave to the beepingwf phone or
computer and always be checking your notificationine. Do you
really need to check each notification, or can ghack a few times
throughout the day? Don't let the beep control you.

Also, if you have a few extra minutes throughoutiryday, do you
always pull out your phone to check social medsiead of reading
Scripture, praying (1 Thessalonians 5:17), or dasay, letting your
mind rest from technology?

“The internet is a poor master, but a useful sdfvgAdrian
Warnock).

6. Does your use of social media help you redeemetiime
that God has given you?

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evilh@&S@ans 5:16).

Let's be honest: some social media sites act dack hole—sucking
up our time and attention like a powerful, mind-rung vacuum. It
can be easy, or even normal, to just go on Facebod¥interest to
“check one thing” and to stay on for an hour oigen

What else could you have done with that hour? Wast making the
best use of the short life God has given you?

7. Does your use of social media help yourenew you
mind in God’s truth like you should?

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be stotmed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove wbkathat
good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romag:2).

God can use little moments we give to Him throughmur day for
our growth. This can include time on social metfiau can use your
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Facebook and Twitter streams to grow your faitHddpwing people

and organizations that honor God. | have soughtideelop the
discipline to stop and read bits of Scripture whend see it posted.
This helps me remember that everything else pastefivery limited

importance, but the Word of God has eternal impaetan the world
and my life (1 Peter 1:24-25).

8. Do you use social media as a platform to compiet

“Do all things without complaining and disputingatltyou may
become blameless and harmless, children of Godwitfault
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generat@mong
whom you shine as lights in the world” (Philippia4.4-15).

The apostle Paul sure knew there were things top@imabout in
this fallen world and yet he still tells us in Rplians 2 to “do all
things without grumbling or disputing.” Some tumdocial media to
complain, but God'’s will for His children is thdigy give thanks in
all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Whichratharizes you:
complaining or giving thanks?

9. Do you use social media for unprofitable argumea?

“A fool has no delight in understanding, But in eagsing his
own heart” (Proverbs 18:2).

There is no shortage of social media argumentstaimitics, sports,
religion, you name it! While some conversations ta&nprofitable,
many others can be a waste of time and energyRemeerbs 18:2
above).

Instead of “feeding the trolls” (that is, answerfiogls only interested
in expressing their opinions), invest your time aadergy into
something useful and profitable.

10. Do you value social media interactions more timareal-
life relationships?

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matth@&:39).

God made us for relationships. Increasingly todagse relationships
can take place through digital technology and cakerpeople less
social in real life. So much for social media!

12



Instead of merely “liking” a picture of someone’'sw shoes or
writing a witty comment on a status, invest in reahtionships by
having meaningful conversations. A “Like” or a “Rdkisn’t the
same thing as a message that shows you reallyatang someone.
Take the extra step by letting people importangdo know that you
care about them and your relationship. Or takeen greater extra
step and actually get together with your frienceféa-face!

11. Does social media make you a healthier and more
productive persorf?

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your ngawith
all your soul, and with all your strength” (Deutaromy 6:5).

As if the time-sucking nature of social media isatiough, social
media causes some people to have a shorter attespizm, lose sleep,
and can even lead to depression. Is that you?

God desires that we honor God with not only ounbddit our entire
being. Don't let social media suck away your apilid follow that
command.

12. Do you have any relationships through social & that
you should cut off?

‘Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good it&lb
(1 Corinthians 15:33).

Social networks like Facebook and Twitter makeai$yeto connect
with everyone you've ever known in your whole liféerbetter or

for worse. Some of our connections can discouraga wur faith or

lure us into sin. Social networks can be a gatewiay gossip,

bullying, and rekindling unhealthy relationshipsai divorces today
are caused by discontented spouses rekindling lHhe via
Facebook.

Don't let this happen to you. Exercise godly wisdand cut off “bad
company” that could corrupt your good morals.

13. Does social media help you be content?
“Now godliness with contentment is great gain” (imbthy 6:6).
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Social media can be a contentment killer. You ssee®ne post a
new pair of shoes—you automatically want a new aad think your
old pair isn't good enough. You see a friend shabeut a great
vacation he took and you automatically think yoweddo book a
vacation yourself.

Social media can add fuel to the fire of covetoasrend insecurity
because we so often compare ourselves to otherssield be
concerned with what God thinks of us, not man, fafidw what God

values, not what man values. Have you ever thotgtityour friend

posting pictures of new shoes or information abthair vacation

might not be content?

The secret to contentment is not having everythiog want but

being thankful and satisfied with what you havedigcontented heart
is never satisfied but has a continual lust for eniEphesians 4:19).
The apostle Paul said that he learned to be coirteviery situation:

hunger, abundance, and need (Philippians 4:11-M&).we learn to

do the same.

14. Do you use social media to boost your ego areef good
about yourself?

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whelworld, and
loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).

One lie that social media subtly tells us is that wnly have value if
people follow you or like your photos. If your modépends on the
number of “Likes” or “Retweets” your status or phiatceives, that
means you care too much about gaining the appafvahn.

Don't fall into that trap! While there may be soimenefit to building
a following and developing relationships on soci@dia, you may
find building your mood and self-esteem upon thakghfoundation
of Instagram and Twitter not as satisfying as yay think.

Instead of treasuring up worldly things like Twittéollows or
Facebook friends, store up for yourself treasunekeaven that will
have eternal value. This will also help you esdheepeople-pleasing
trap that is so common on social networks.
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15. Do you use social media to hide?

“Whoever falsely boasts of giving is like cloudsdamind without
rain” (Proverbs 25:14).

Have you ever known someone who seems like theesbplerson
online but is a radically different person in ré&? They can have
cool Instagram pictures, post status updates eisgyminutes, and
have a thousand friends on Facebook, and be adiféeyent person
in real life.

Unfortunately, social media can act as a maskngidur true identity
and causing others to look at us differently than revally are. The
root of the issue is pride. We want people to thirk are cool and
have it all together. Instead of basing our deoision what people
think, we should base decisions on what God thinks.

Trying to exalt yourself on social media will onligave you
disappointed and at odds with God (James 4:6).i8g#&k honor God
by being humble before Him is what truly pleasesHi

“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, andwi# lift you up”
(James 4:10).

Remember dear Christianwhatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God.”

Answers to Scripture search!

1. Naamah, daughter of Lamech (Genesis 4:22)
2. Othniel (Judges 3:9)
3. James (Acts 12:1-2)
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"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with
thee?”

WHO GLORIES IN TRIBULATION?

“We glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribdilan worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and experiehope; and
hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of Getied
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which igegi unto us
(Romans 5:3-5).

Who glories in tribulation? Most of would us wouldn miles
to escape it; yet if we know the grace in whichstend, and if
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts byHbly Ghost
given to us, and if we know the end to be securgdhe

tribulation, we shall glory in it. The One who leveis has
supreme control of all things; and if so, what thaiell, we
reason, if He permits tribulation it must be for @ood and
blessing and in view of what is to come. Therefagewill go

through it with Him.

R.C. Trench in his “Study of Words” has a very isting
explanation of the word tribulation. He says, “Therd is
derived from the Latintribulum, which was the threshing
instrument or roller whereby the farmer separatedcorn from
the husks; and theibulatio in its primary significance was the
act of separation. But some Latin writer of the i€than church
appropriated the word and image for the settinthfof a higher
truth; sorrow, distress, and adversity being thgoaged means
for separating in men of whatever in them is lighjial and
poor from the solid and the true; the chaff froma wheat.”
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No figure could be more striking and nothing cobkel more
encouraging for us than the thought that triburaisto get rid
of the chaff that is in us that the wheat may remdi is
evidently necessary, and we need not fear. We sbalbe the
losers in any way for we are assured that if weiar&od’s
hands, “yet shall not the least grain fall upon ¢aeth” (Amos
9:9).

Tribulation tests the metal of the soul, it doesrendt tempers
it, as steel is tempered, and it works enduranceisnand

“Blessed is the man tha&ndurethtemptation; for when he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, whickethord hath

promised to them that love Him” (James 1:12).

Tribulation worketh patience, and patience expeegnand
experience hope. As we endure in tribulation we &dm an
experimental knowledge of ourselves, and of Goddy wwith
us, and in subjection to His holy will we have ttmenpensating
grace that He pours into our souls. Moreover werbeg see
the end He has in view. We are not like Job wash& poor
man, went through his tribulation without knowirget“why”
of it; but we, who have heard of his patience, halge seen the
end of the Lord. He has not kept us in ignorancdoasur
destiny. He has predestined us to be “conformebdeéaomage of
His Son, that He might be the First-born among mameyhren”
(Romans 8:29).

Tribulation purges the soul from earthly-mindedneasd
unseen, eternal things become more real to us; hepemes
strong. Our hope will not disappoint us, for we wnthe love
that has promised and prepared the glory yet toecoie are
assured of this by the indwelling Spirit, who i tBarnest of
the glory, and who makes the love of God real to@s in the
midst of tribulation.

Really hope lies behind this rejoicing in tributati the
ultimate, the goal, becomes great before our eyes \ae
measure the immediate in the light of it. It wass tthat Paul
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meant when he wrote, “Our light affliction, whick but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding andnake
weight of glory; while we look not at the things i are seen,
but at the things which are not seen: for the thindpich are
seen are temporal; but the things which are not ae= eternal”
(2 Corinthians 4:17-18). If the hope that faith kerss in the
heart were not in a man he could not rejoice ioutation; to be
in tribulation without hope would be a miserablepesience.
Faith and hope and love go together and they graivdavelop
in the soul as we go through tribulation with God.

This hope that makes not ashamed and carries thisti@h
triumphantly through all his tribulation is not éikhe “hope that
springs eternal in the human breast” and that wsthend
perishes at the breath of death; it is directedatd& God and
His Word, it is sure and certain, with a sure amagje. The
word has taken on the meaning of uncertainty in dum
language, for as likely as not, the best hopesimlife end in
disappointment. But the Christian hope is sometiguaranteed
to him by the immutable Word of God, which he does yet
possess. He is a child of God, an heir of God afur heir
with Christ Jesus, and the hemmsistcome into the inheritance;
meanwhile, he knowsthat all things—every stroke of the
tribulum—works together in God’s ways with him fgood.
Just as surely as he will be conformed to the in@g&od’s
Son, so now all these things, while he waits fat thlorious
consummation, are working to a moral conformity Garist
now, they are removing the chaff that the purergraay abide.
Or to use the figure from the sculptor’'s studios“fhe stone
wastes the image appears.”

Let us dwell more upon the coming glories, and sibgut them
more, and turn the attention of our brethren inltbed towards
them, and more continually “look sunward, and witites
golden, speak to each other softly of our hope.”

J.T. Mawson
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THE CROWD MAY BE WRONG!

Popular opinion is not always correct, especiaflyreégards to
man’s relationship with God.

* People said that Christopher Columbus would sdikhef
edge of the earth, but in 1492 he discovered Araeric

* People laughed at the Wright brothers’ attempis¢ate a
flying machine, but in 1903 they flew the first@ane.

* Albert Einstein’s teachers failed him in schoolf ba went
on to be the most famous scientist of the twentetitury.

* Musicians and critics booed the music of Richardyéa,
but his compositions transformed the music world.

* Westinghouse was called a fool for daring to stdpam
with wind, but today his airbrakes are used thedvover.

» People called Abraham Lincoln a country bumpkirt, e
went on to become one of our most respected praside

We smile at the crowd’s failure to appreciate somé&ing new
or different. But being wrong can be a serious prolem when it
comes to our eternal destiny. Too much is at stake.

Because you and | have sinned against God and mawe
deserve God’'s punishment. The Bible says that “thevages of
sin is death,” eternal separation from God (Roman$:23a).

But God offers us “eternal life through Jesus Chrisour Lord”
(Romans 6:23b). “For God so loved the world, that @ gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth idim should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

You can be wrong about many things, but you dare riobe
wrong about Christ. Through faith in Him you can be saved
just as you are. Your sins can be forgiven and thgeace of God
can fill your life: “As many as received Him, to trem gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them tHaglieve on
His name” (John 1:12).

Whom will you choose? The crowd or Christ?
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